
May 18, 2020 

 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

Speaker of the House 

United States House of Representatives 

H-232, Capitol Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

Majority Leader 

United States Senate 

S-230, Capitol Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 

Minority Leader 

United States House of Representatives 

H-204, Capitol Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 

Minority Leader 

United States Senate 

S-221, Capitol Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Leader McCarthy, and Leader Schumer: 

 

The undersigned recreational fishing, boating, and conservation organizations are committed to the 

protection and restoration of America’s Everglades. In light of the economic devastation caused by the 

coronavirus pandemic and the unique potential of Everglades restoration to create and restore American 

jobs, we urge you to fully fund the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer’s Integrated Delivery Schedule (IDS) 

in an infrastructure stimulus bill in order to continue and complete South Florida Ecosystem Restoration 

(SFER) projects that are authorized and shovel-ready. To do so, the Corps’ IDS should receive 

supplemental funding at $2.5 billion over the course of the next five fiscal years.  

 

The Everglades’ unique ecosystem is a vital hub for the outdoor recreation economy which is enduring 

devastating losses during the national COVID-19 pandemic. Charters have been lost, equipment sales 

and rentals are down, the hospitality industry is on the brink, and the future of Everglades restoration 

projects – and the American workers who make them happen – are left in the balance as difficult 

funding decisions have to be made in order to best allocate funds to respond to the pandemic.  

 

The Corps estimates that support for SFER projects would generate approximately nineteen jobs per $1 

million spent, meaning that the requested $2.5 billion would create an estimated 47,000 jobs across the 

five-year funding period. Directing stimulus spending to invest in Everglades restoration will be 

essential to jump starting both Florida and the nation’s economy while ensuring that vital conservation 

work can continue, creating tens of thousands of jobs and providing relief to the communities whose 

economies rely upon the Everglades. 

 

With more than 70 percent of all recreational boat outings involving fishing, the recreational fishing and 

boating communities in Florida boasts an $23.3 billion annual economic impact, the largest in the 

nation, and supports over 106,000 jobs. The core of that outdoor recreation economy is the Everglades 

system. As we look for ways to restore our economy in the fallout of this unprecedented public health 

crisis, an investment in Everglades restoration is a unique opportunity to not only put thousands of 

Americans back to work, but to commit to this vital hub of Florida’s economy for years to come. 

Thank you for your work in support of our nation during this crisis and for your consideration.  



We look forward to working with you and are available to assist with any questions or to provide 

additional information. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

American Fly Fishing Trade Association 

American Sportfishing Association 

Angler Action Foundation 

Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 

Bass Anglers Sportsman Society (B.A.S.S.) 

Bonefish & Tarpon Trust 

Captains for Clean Water 

Coastal Conservation Association 

Delta Waterfowl 

Fly Fishers International 

Fly Fishers International, Florida Council 

Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation 

Izaak Walton League of America 

National Deer Alliance 

National Marine Manufacturers Association 

National Wildlife Federation 

North American Falconers Association 

North American Grouse Partnership 

Quality Deer Management Association 

The Everglades Foundation 

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership 


